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LMl O STACKS OKI'\HTMK\T OF Jc VICE 

FKUKKAI, IJl'KKAU OK I \ V ESTI C ATIO\ 

Birmlncham, Alabama 
October 10, 1969 



Re: 



JAMES EARL RAY; 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR _ vifT'Tu 
_C1VIL RIGHTS conspiracy VICTIM 



Birmingham, Alabama, \dJiLroi |cJte b“%5* Taylor, 

he had been in conversation ‘hat 

defense counsel for ISjec? 

Attorney Taylor related eet**- United States 

suu^b, may have conspired with Birmingham 

*nd subject Ray in interstate named individuals 

to Memphis, TeLeLee Jhere » weapons 

intended for 

was interv?ew?5^;^Jiri,}?"!' Arthur J. Hanes 

after the absence of a Jeerf;orLr^*"\^^'®^“ Building, 
tcrcd into a lengthy Siscours^Sf ®"' • 

the James Earl Ray case and stated concerning 

doubtedly was Involved it was*h?« although Ray un- 

bcen lea or ins tructed ’ in his «etf ‘*>at Ray had 

Individuals. He suted ?hJJ h! unknown 

Who nay have led theories of groups 

He had no definite information In thtc ^ groups. 

Ho also commented that ho had whlio whatsoever. 

^^^^AU|y|£|L^^the murder projectile. 

Regarding ' ^ 

also known as^”"" 
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ngham, rtAd DecD burglarized, 
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J a residential 
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shotguns, including automatic shotguns together w 
s ervice, had been taken by a local thief, 

now serving a penitentiary 
lary. informed Deputy Sheriff 

Birmingliam^nWSff so 
^inthe residence of ^ 

who at that time weTe 

Cahaba Heights. This led to^P|h| securing a seai^ 
for the residenc^and the reco^S^^f the silver service 
belonging to family . was subsequently 

charged with receiving and possessing stolen goods. 

Hanes by reference to h^^^^e related that 
on May 15, 1969, he appeared with^B^in the Jefferson 
County Courthouse at which time Grand Jury action was 
w^ved. On that date, Hanes discussed w ith Denut^ 

HBB possible cooperation of BB BSBS BmBI c onnect i on 
wiTir recovc^^<jT the numerous gunscal!?fPTi^m theH|^H 
residence agreed to cooperate and in the p^^nR 

of Deputywjq^ and an agent of the Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms Division of^cjn^nsu^Jiepartment identified 
a photograph of one^^Bj^gB^Hmm of Memphis, Tennessee, 
a^being the wmtotoT a Cadillac into which he had observed 
and BQBBB loading the weapons which were then 
caPWTTff* Memphis^ai^ was the information of Hanes that 
l^^was later charged by the Alcohol, Tobacco and 

Division with having transported automatic weapons 
from Birningham to Mfiaultii|yiJLyies stated that a local 
Birmingham hoodlum, also assisted in 

loading the weapons Cadillac according 

to information furnished^ oy He stated 

that it was his opinion also T7TTWW^^R“9ich as these 
had been intended for black militant groups in Memphis, 
who might have intended to use them in King’s assassination. 
It should be no^^^Hiat all weapons involved in the trans- 
•• por ta t ion o Memphis which had been stolen 

Wic< 



from the 




siocnce were shotguns and not rifles. 
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Re: JAMES EARL RAY; 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
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♦ weapons being brought 

to the United States through Gulf Coast ports such as ^ 
Mobile Alabama and Pascagoula, Mississippi, and thought 
possibly some of these weapons may have been intended 
for use in the murder of Dr. King. 

Hanes stated that his clientl_ 

was arraigned on June 20 , 1969, and on August 21 1969 "" 

to one year and one day which was suspended 
and he was placed on probation for two years. 

neither recommendations nor conclusions 
Of the FBI. It IS the property of the FBI and is loaned to 

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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